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\vith the Moabites, the Babylonians again descended on them
and made a third deportation. From far off in Babylon a
warning cry came from Ezekiel condemning the rebels
pitilessly, for the full time of retribution was not yet. But
the rebels answered that they would fight on and continue to
burn incense to the Queen of Heaven. In the last moments
of the expiring state, Jeremiah retired into Egypt.

But what happened to the Jews during their exile in
Babylon? How did they employ themselves? Were they
all weeping on the river banks, or was there another side
to the picture? That a brighter side existed is proved
by the reluctance shown by the Jews to lelurn and
rebuild Zion when the captivity was over. They wcic not
poor slaves as their ancestors had been in Egypt. No one
compelled them to make bricks, although they were in the
greatest brick-making country on earth. We can be sure that
had they been oppressed, we should have been told about it
by the prophets. That there was hardship, and that the
various groups of exiles received different treatment, some good
and some bad, goes without saying. The prophet known
as the Second Isaiah, who detested Babylon, mentions that the
Babylonians showed no mercy and that upon the aged the yoke
was heavy, which suggests that perhaps some were forced,
regardless of age, to labour on the canals and dykes, or to
engage in the hard work that is always going on in an arti-
ficially irrigated country. On the other hand, their is no hint
of oppression in Ezekiel's description of the land of exile
as " a land of traffick," " a city of merchants," " a fruitful
field " into which a colony was transplanted like a willow
beside many waters. And Jeremiah, who was a realist, would
not have written from Jerusalem to tell the exiles to settle down,
plant gardens, and eat the fruit thereof unless this comfortable
life had been possible.

The immense city of Babylon, with its fertile country,
its hordes of officials, its bankers, its markets, its quays, and
its countless industries, offered the quick-witted Jews thousands
of opportunities for getting on in the world. It was no doubt
in Babylon that the Jew first went into business.

Was the wealthy and old-established firm of Egibi, which
for generations handled the financial business of the Babylonian